
l\fiNUTES 
WORK SESSION OF THE 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Tuesday, September 7, 2021 

S:OOp.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman Denver 
Braswell. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss upcoming agenda items and any other 
county business deemed necessary. The meeting was duly called and advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Barbara Jelks, Chris Hunnicutt, Marc 
DeMott, Mike Boyd, Paul Nagy, and Johnny Hardin. Also present were County Attorney 
Lester M. Castellow, County Administrator Chas Cannon, and County Clerk Melissa 
Lawson. 

ALSO PRESENT: Road Superintendent Stan Kirksey, Solid Waste Manager Stacy 
Griffin, Finance Director David Zeanah, EDA President Barbara Grogan, Colquitt Regional 
Medical center CEO Jim Matney, several board members and representatives of the 
Economic Development Authority, and Kevin Hall, Reporter with the Moultrie Observer. 

RECONGITION OF MAGNOLIA TREE: Caroline Barber, Marketing Specialist with 
the City of Moultrie, presented the Board with recognition regarding the placement of the 
magnolia tree located on the northwest comer of the Courthouse Square on the Georgia 
Tree Council Landmark and Historic Tree Register. 

APPEAL UPDATE-TAX ASSESSORS: Jim Mac Booth, Chief Appraiser, provided 
the Board with an update on tax appeals, noting that most appeals from 2020 had been fully 
resolved with the exception of a slight few. 

Mr. Booth noted a significant decrease in appeals from the previous year. 

Commissioner Nagy stressed the importance of continuing with commercial property 
assessments in order to avoid another situation similar to the one recently faced. 

RECOGNITION OF EXTENSION AGENTS: Jeremy Kichler stated that the vacant 
4-H agent position had been recently filled but that the F ACS agent position remained open. 

Mr. Kichler stated that Ty Torrence, Vegetable Agent, had recently received an achievement 
award from the National County Agent Association recognizing early career agents doing an 
exceptional job with Extension programming. 

Mr. Torrence provided the Board with a brief update regarding commercial vegetable 
production in Colquitt County. 

Mr. Cannon recognized the recent promotion of Jeremy Kiebler to Senior Public Service 
Associate, the highest level of promotion for a county agent. 

Mr. Kichler thanked the Board for their ongoing support of the Extension Service. 



September 7, 2021 
Page2 

EDA UPDATE BRIEF: Jim Matney, Chairman of the EDA, introduced several 
members of the EDA in attendance. 

Mr. Matney stated that a goal of the EDA was to diversify the economy and cited 
accomplishments such as Georgia South and the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine (PCOM). 

Instead of just building something and leaving it, Mr. Matney stated that supporting the 
addition of services at PCOM was an excellent way to grow the existing medical school 
footprint in Colquitt County. 

Mr. Matney stated that he was excited to have the opportunity to grow the medical 
education system in the community and further stated that he was requesting 1.5 million in 
local support funding from both the city and county. Mr. Matney noted that the EDA had 
already committed to $1,500,000.00 in local support funding for PCOM, along with 
$500,000.00 from the Hospital Authority. 

Mr. Matney stated that his hope was to go to Governor Kemp in order to secure equal match 
funding for the expansion of PCOM. 

Judd Lasseter, EDA Board member, stated that supporting the venture would continue to 
diversify the local economy, providing opportunities for increased sales tax dollars and 
community growth. 

Susie Magwood - Thomas stated that education was the key to the success of any 
community and asked that the Board support the growth of Colquitt County. 

Dan Jeter stated the vision of Moultrie becoming a educational corridor was coming to 
fruition and supporting the expansion of PCOM would only support this effort. 

Jimmy Jeter noted that there were a lot of disappointed leaders in surrounding counties 
when PCOM chose Colquitt County as their location and voiced the need to help them 
continue the mission of growth and expansion. Mr. Jeter further noted that 60% of all 
physicians would land within 60 miles of where they were trained and performed their 
residency. 

Mr. Matney noted that Mercer University was recently granted 10 million in grant funding 
from the state with PCOM not even receiving 1 million. Mr. Matney stressed that the only 
way to change this dynamic was to let them know that our region mattered and deserved 
equal support. 

Barbara Grogan, EDA President, stated that the local community was already seeing more 
demand resulting from PCOM in the form of restaurants and apartment complexes. 

Economic impacts, in the form of sales tax, were briefly discussed. 
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Commissioner Boyd stated that as a lifelong resident of Colquitt County he had seen a time 
when there was no desire for change or economic progress. 

Mr. Cannon questioned the level of confidence regarding securing support from the state. 
Mr. Matney stated that the state currently had a strong appetite for this particular funding. 

Discussion ensued regarding the statistical need for expansion and the overall student count 
atPCOM. 

Mike McLean stated that the Board had an opportunity to make an investment with a 
guaranteed return. 

Commissioner Boyd stated that the initial local investment granted 59 students but that this 
investment would bring close to 170, which would expand housing and sales tax. 

Glenn Gray stated that he had lived in the community all his life and that the only thing the 
community could do was move forwards or backwards. Mr. Gray stated that this was a 
great opportunity to make the community a light in South Georgia and further stated that he 
appreciated anything the Board could do. 

Commissioner Boyd stated that once upon a time this community did not want progress and 
further stated that he never wanted to see that again. 

MOTION TO COMMIT LOCAL FUNDING FOR EXPANSION OF PCOM 
SOUTH GEORGIA: Commissioner Boyd made a motion to commit $1,500,000.00 in 
local funding contingent upon a minimum of 130 students. Commissioner Jelks made a 
section. No action was taken. 

Commissioner Hunnicutt questioned why Mr. Matney waited to address the Board when he 
required an answer so quickly. 

AMENPMENT OF MOTION TO COMMIT LOCAL FUNDING FOR 
EXP ANSI ON OF PCOM SOUTH GEORGIA: Commissioner Boyd made the 
motion to commit $1,500,000.00 in local funding to support the expansion of the 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. Commissioner Nagy made a second. Those 
in favor were Commissioners Jelks, DeMott, Boyd, Nagy, and Hardin. Opposed was 
Commissioner Hunnicutt. 

BUDGET REVIEW: Mr. Cannon briefly reviewed all major county financial funds, 
citing no issues or concerns. 

Mr. Cannon also reviewed a list of financial indicators, inclusive of sales tax and various 
revenue comparisons, as well as SPLOST and T-SPLOST collections. 

BOARD PREVIEW: County Administrator Chas Cannon presented an overview of 
upcoming agenda items to be previewed before the regular meeting of the board at 7:00 p.m. 
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• Approval of IGA with City of Berlin - Mr. Cannon presented an Intergovernmental 
Agreement with the City of Berlin regarding residential trash pickup .. 

Mr. Cannon noted that the City of Berlin was not satisfied with their current 
provider and further noted that the proposed price was currently lower than county 
wide service due to current vendor pricing and pickup in such a consolidated area. 

Commissioner Hardin voiced concern with the difference in price for Berlin versus 
the price for remaining county residents. . 

Mark Bridwell, Mayor, stated that Berlin was an extremely dense area compared to 
driving within the county and picking up the same number of residents. 

Mr. Cannon stated that it would be hard to justify the difference in amounts unless 
some of the administrative costs on Berlin's end could be isolated. 

Commissioner DeMott voiced his concern regarding yard trash pickup. 

The consensus of the Board was to remove the agreement from the consent agenda 
and to discuss the issue further. 

• Approval of Maintenance Agreement - Zetron Service Plan - Mr. Cannon presented 
a renewal, in the amount of $12,250.00, submitted by RCE of Valdosta regarding the 
provision of maintenance for the Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system utilized 
by the E-911 Department. Mr. Cannon noted that funding was included in the FY 
21 - 22 General Fund Budget for this expenditure. 

• Approval of Sole Source Quote - Zetron Mapping Software - Mr. Cannon presented 
the sole source quote, in the amount of $58,265.00, submitted by Zetron regarding 
mapping software to be utilized by the E-911 Department. Mr. Cannon noted that 
funding for this purchase was included in the FY 21 - 22 General Fund budget. 

• Approval of Sole Source Bid for Power Load Stretcher - EMS - Mr. Cannon 
presented the sole source bid, in the amount of $54,481.13, submitted by Stryker 
regarding the provision of a power load stretcher to be utilized by EMS personnel. 
Mr. Cannon noted that funding was included in the FY 21 - 22 General Fund 
budget for this purchase. 

• Approval of LMIG Resurfacing Priority List - Mr. Cannon presented the Local 
Maintenance and Improvement Grant (LMIG) resurfacing priority list for 2021 -
2022. Included were portions of 15' Ave NW, 281h Ave NW, Ellenton - Norman 
Park Rd, Mitchell County Line Road, Tallokas Street, Green Dairy Road and Old 
Adel Road. 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding the list presented. 
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• Approval of Bids: Mr. Cannon presented the following low and/or recommended 
bids: 

0 $15,890.00 
0 $52,714.90 
0 $182,512.00 
0 $298,000.00 
0 $43,200.00 

Kaufman 
Robert Hutson 
Yancey CAT 
Flint Equipment 
Hall Contractors 

15 ton gooseneck trailer 
5500 series 4x2 flatbed truck 
Mini Excavator 
2 Motorgraders/Slopers (each) 
Chamber of Commerce roof repair 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding the bids presented. 

• Public Hearing - Mr. Cannon stated that a proposed amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance would require a public hearing. Mr. Cannon called upon Justin H. Cox, 
Chief Compliance Officer, to present the application: 

o Article XIX, Section 19.02(a) and Section 19.06(3) - Mr. Cox stated that the 
proposed amendment would change design standards in an AG zoning 
district to require 30' of road frontage. 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding the proposed amendment. 

ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES: At this time, Mr. Cannon presented pertinent items to 
be brought to the Board's attention: 

Millage - Adoption date set for September 23 
Digital Records - Consensus to place on future SPLOST referendum 
Future Agenda Items 

o ROW mowing contract 
o Courthouse Landscape Plan 
o Retreat Item Discussion Topics 
o Health Fair - October S1h and 61h 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key, upcoming dates to the Board. 

At this time, Chairman Braswell requested that the Board be presented with action items at 
least two weeks before action was required. 

Commissioner Nagy stressed that the policy needed to be communicated efficiently in order 
to ensure compliance with the policy change. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 
p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Denver Braswell 
Chairman 

Approved o~ s
1
zocl 


